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Duram ete viparite visuci,
avidya ya ca vidya itijnata;
Vidya-bhipsitam Nachiketasam manye,
na tva kama bahaw lolupanta*
(4) These two, Ignorance and knowledge, are wide
apart and lead to different points or goals. I believe
Nachiketas to be one who desires for knowledge, for,
even many desires have not shaken thee.
These first four stanzas may constitute among
themselves the stream of thoughts that came to flash
through the mind of Lord Death when his team of
temptations and trials was so efficiently blockaded
at the portals of Nachiketas's bosom by the seeker's
own dispassion (Vyragyd) and discrimination (Viveka).
Lord Death estimates his observations and the
results of his experiments with Nachiketas in this
stanza. He says that the Path of Pleasant and the
Path of Good are both eternally different from each
other, since they diverge to reach two different points
or destinations, which in their very nature are as
opposing as light and darkness. The Path of Pleasant
is the Path of Ignorance and the Path of Good is the
Path of Knowledge. The Supreme Knowledge, the
Science of Sciences, the Brahma Vidya, can be given
out only to one who is a sedulous persuer of the Path
of Truth. Since Nachiketas has been proved to be
one who is a staunch devotee of the Path of Good,
Lord Death here decides in his mind that the Brahmin
boy is indeed a fit student for this great Knowledge*